THE PARADOX OF BIBLICAL BLESSEDNESS
Matthew 5.4
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
September 15th, 2013
1. Story of God class continues each
Sunday @ 9:15AM – CVA Building.
2. Our next Members Meeting will be
Sunday evening September 22nd 2013
@ 6:00PM – Calvary Chapel
3. The India Mission recap meeting
will be held September 15th 2013 @
7:00PM – Appleton House.

Nehemiah 8:1-12
1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they
told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded
Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women
and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month.
3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until
midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand.
And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the
scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him
stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on
his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above
all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord,
the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And
they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 Also
Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah,
Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the
people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly,
and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do
not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then
he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to
anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved,
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying,
“Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way
to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had
understood the words that were declared to them.
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Those who Mourn

• Happy and joyful are those who are sad over their sin, for the God of all comfort will meet
them in their sorrow. Both in this life, and the next.
• The Unexpected Pathway to joy
• The Importance of Mourning for the Church
• How to Mourn (and what keeps us from it) • Acknowledge their sin – v.1–2
• An Invitation to Mourn
The Valley of Vision

”Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly, Thou hast brought me to the valley of vision, where I
live in the depths but see Thee in the heights; hemmed in by mountains of sin I behold Thy
glory. Let me learn by paradox that the way down is the way up, that to be low is to be high,
that the broken heart is the healed heart, that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, that the
repenting soul is the victorious soul, that to have nothing is to possess all, that to bear the
cross is to wear the crown, that to give is to receive, that the valley is the place of vision. Lord,
in the daytime stars can be seen from deepest wells, and the deeper the wells the brighter Thy
stars shine; let me find Thy light in my darkness, Thy life in my death, Thy joy in my sorrow,
Thy grace in my sin, Thy riches in my poverty, Thy glory in my valley.”

